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Is Your Eyesight Roadworthy?



Did you know that driving with uncorrected defective vision can lead to 

legal penalties? Operating a vehicle with inadequate vision not only 

jeopardizes the safety of the driver but also poses a threat to everyone on 

the road. In Canada, the standard for visual acuity is typically set at 20/50. 

A key indicator of safe driving is the ability to read a car's license plate 

from a distance of 16 feet, roughly equivalent to the length of two buses.

Certain provinces mandate regular vision exams to ensure drivers 

maintain the necessary visual standards for safe driving. These exams 

might be integrated into licensing processes or renewals. Being proactive 

about seeking medical assistance and obtaining any required waivers is 

crucial for responsible driving. Our utmost priority is road safety, and 

preventing harm to anyone is of paramount importance.

Driving with inadequate vision carries significant consequences. Penalties 

can include fines, deduction of license penalty points, and even license 

suspension, contingent on the regulations of your specific province. 

Moreover, a person driving with inadequate vision who causes an accident 

can be held accountable for the resulting damages and injuries.

In summary, it's essential to recognize the importance of clear vision for 

safe driving. Being self-aware and taking necessary measures to ensure 

one's ability to drive safely contributes to the well-being of all road users.


