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Fighting Blindness Canada-Funded
Research Develops New Therapy for
Age-Related Macular Degeneration
and Diabetic Retinopathy

SPECIAL TO WHITE CANE MAGAZINE / FIGHTING BLINDNESS CANADA

Fighting Blindness Canada (FBC) is the largest
charitable funder of vision research in Canada,
contributing critical funding for the development

of sight-saving treatments for blinding eye diseases.
By raising and stewarding funds, the organization

is helping drive forward research that supports
understanding why vision loss occurs, how it can

be slowed, and how sight can be restored.

Today, FBC has invested in more vision research
than ever before. In 2022, for example, the organization
awarded $2.6 million to 35 projects, enabling research
into stem cell therapy, optogenetics, new drug
therapies, and more. One of these funded researchers
is Dr. Sachdev Sidhu from the University of Toronto,

a biomedical engineer with extensive experience
in drug development.

About Dr. Sidhu’s research

Dr. Sidhu established the Toronto Recombinant
Antibody Centre (TRAC), which houses a state-of-the-
art platform to generate therapeutic antibodies for a
spectrum of diseases, including cancer and infectious
diseases. In 2022, Dr. Sidhu was awarded a research
grant from FBC to extend this work to age-related
macular degeneration (AMD) and diabetic retinopathy
(DR). This project is testing whether an antibody
therapy can heal damage to the blood-retinal barrier
caused by AMD and DR.

About the blood-retinal barrier

An intact blood-retinal barrier is important for
proper retinal function but is disrupted in many

eye diseases, including wet AMD and DR. In these
diseases, uncontrolled blood vessel growth disrupts
the barrier, allowing fluid to leak into the eye.

If untreated, this can lead to retinal damage and
vision loss. The main treatment for AMD and DR is
a medication called anti-VEGF, which reduces blood
vessel growth. However, anti-VEGF treatments do
not fix damage to the blood-retinal barrier, leaving
the eye susceptible to further damage. Dr. Sidhu has
developed a new antibody treatment which has the
potential to restore the blood-retinal barrier.
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The future of developing antibody treatments

In the last 20 years, antibody drugs have taken
centre stage as effective treatments for many
diseases, including cancer. Antibodies are normally
produced by the immune system to fight infection.
They work by identifying and binding foreign objects
such as bacteria or viruses. Thanks to advanced
technology, it is now possible to engineer antibodies
in the laboratory that recognize and bind specific
molecules in the human body. These antibody drugs
can stimulate or block biological processes such

as cell growth or tissue repair.

Dr. Sidhu’s team is currently conducting preclinical
experiments to determine whether the new antibody
treatment improves the integrity of the blood-retinal
barrier in animal models of AMD and DR. The team
will also examine how effective the antibody therapy
is compared to the standard of care anti-VEGF
treatment. The aim of the project is to gather enough
data to enable the launch of a clinical trial to test this
potential new treatment in humans.

“We're grateful to FBC and their donors for
sponsoring this grant, which will greatly accelerate
the development of our candidate drug so that it can
be validated in experimental systems before moving
on to clinical trials,” said Dr. Sidhu.

FBC is excited to share about this project and
its future findings with the vision loss community.
Advancing critical sight-saving research is the
organization’s mission. Work carried out by FBC-
funded researchers, like Dr. Sidhu’s team, brings new
innovative treatments and therapies one step closer
to patients who need them most, reducing the risk
of vision loss or blindness.

To learn more about FBC and to access eye health
information research, visit www.fightingblindness.ca
and follow the organization on Facebook
@fightingblindnesscanada, on Twitter @FB_Canada,
on Instagram @fightingblindnessca, and on
YouTube @FFBCanada.
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AMI Outlines Its Plans for
an Exciting Summer of Content

With summer approaching, AMI has lined up an exciting programming schedule.
From returning favourites and debuts on AMI-tv to informative and entertaining
podcast content on AMI-audio, AMI furthers its vision to establish and support a
voice for Canadians with disabilities, representing their interests, concerns, and
values through accessible media, reflection, and portrayal.

Disrupt debuts Tuesday, May 2,
at 8:30 p.m. Eastern on AMI-tv

Fast-paced, experimental, and
accessible, Disrupt showcases
music, short films, poetry,
animation, spoken word, comedy,
dance, puppetry, and other
mediums, with a disability-first
punk rock attitude. Produced by
Rachel Bower Productions, Disrupt
features members of the disability
community working behind the
scenes as well.

Fashion Dis returns
Wednesday, May 3, at 8:30 p.m.
Eastern on AMI-tv

Hosted by Ardra Shephard,
Season 2 of Fashion Dis
celebrates the head-to-toe
overhaul of a frustrated style
seeker discouraged by an industry
that lacks adaptive options.
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The cast of Womb Envy

Womb Envy debuts
Wednesday, May 10, on AMl.ca
and the AMI-tv App

Created by Toronto drag artist
Champagna, the web series Womb
Envy is a story of second chances
and inclusion. When a gay party
boy’s estranged small-town best
friend shows up expecting him

to play baby daddy, even a lover
who is partially-sighted and an
imaginary drag queen can’t stop
his womb envy.

Mind Your Own Business returns
Tuesday, May 30, at 8:30 p.m.
Eastern on AMI-tv

Hosted by entrepreneur Kevin
Shaw, who is blind, each episode
features entrepreneurs in the
disability community who aim to
take their businesses to the next
level with some help from high-
profile Canadian mentors.
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By Hook or By Cook returns
Wednesday, June 14 at 8 p.m.
Eastern on AMI-tv

Bruce Cook, a stunt motocross
rider who is disabled, wants to help
others with disabilities enjoy life’s
possibilities with unique innovations
that he and his friend, Christian,
create. In Season 3, Bruce and
Christian have spent many years
facilitating adrenaline adventures
for others. Whether racing on

top of mountains or bungee
jumping off the highest bridge in
British Columbia, they know no
fear and no boundaries. What will
happen when two people whose
passion lies in helping others get
an opportunity to do something
remarkable for themselves?

Our Community returns
Thursday, June 15 at 8 p.m.
Eastern on AMI-tv

An all-new season of Our
Community once again highlights
the people, places, organizations,
or things that have made life more
enjoyable for Canadians living with
a disability. Upcoming episodes
follow young adults who are
partially-sighted as they participate
in a fashion show, Canada’s first
medical daycare for children, and
the Capital City Condors, a hockey
team that Canadians of all abilities
can play on.

Blind Adventures with Ron Walsh
returns Monday, July 17, at 8 p.m.
Eastern on AMI-tv

Join outdoors enthusiast Ron
Walsh, who is blind, as he and his
friends explore Saskatchewan and
all of the exciting locations the
province has to offer.

WHITE CANE MAGAZINE

Postcards From... host Therese Estacion, who has limb difference, sits on an adaptive bike

Guide Dogs debuts Tuesday, July
25, at 8 p.m. Eastern on AMI-tv

Guide Dogs (working title) tells
the story of the CNIB Guide Dog
program. From being raised on a
farm in rural Manitoba to training
in Carleton Place near Ottawa, a
guide dog’s journey is quite an
adventure!

Adaptable Animals returns
Tuesday, July 25, at 8:30 p.m.
Eastern on AMI-tv

Adaptable Animals looks at the
world of animals with disabilities,
and the advances in veterinary
medicine that provide them

with prosthetics, thanks to the

specialized work of Janice Olynich.

Postcards From... returns
Thursday, July 27, at 8 p.m.
Eastern on AMI-tv

New host, new adventures!

Join Therese Estacion, poet

and member of the disability
community, as she embarks on

a multisensory journey, revealing
a secret side to Canada we taste,
touch, smell, see, and hear for
the first time.

And don’t forget AMI’s two live
daily shows! Join Dave Brown

on NOW with Dave Brown,
weekdays at 9 am. ET on AMI-
tv, as he discusses the latest
news, entertainment, sports, and
current events through a disability
lens. Then tune in to Kelly and
Ramya, weekdays at 2 p.m.
Eastern on AMI-tv and AMI-audio,
for interviews and discussions
about arts, entertainment, and
the lifestyle issues that matter to
you. Both NOW with Dave Brown
and Kelly and Ramya are available
as podcasts from your favourite
podcasting platform.

Dates and times are subject to
change. Please check AMl.ca or
sign up for the AMI newsletter for
the most up-to-date information.

AMl.ca is getting an upgrade!
Coming this summer, the
renamed, revamped, and free
AMI+ will boast AMI original
series and documentaries in

a fresh, new layout. As always,
AMI+ will feature customizable
accessibility preferences for
the blind and partially-sighted
community we serve.
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Over on AMI-audio,
AMl is pleased to offer
the following as video
podcasts on YouTube.

Tripping On Air

Fashion Dis host Ardra Shephard,
along with Alex Hajjar, brings her
confessional/informational blog,
Tripping On Air, to the podcast
airwaves where she spills the tea
on what it’s really like to live with
MS. Every month, Tripping On Air
invites the cool kids of chronic
illness to tune in, hang out, have a
laugh, learn some tips, and, above
all, feel seen.

Raising Kindness with Becki Zerr

In Raising Kindness with Becki
Zerr, Becki and her son, Bennett,
perform acts of kindness in such
settings as shelters, community
centres, and nursing homes in
southern Saskatchewan. Along

the way, listeners and viewers

learn about the work being done at
those venues and meet people who
improve the lives of those in need.

The Blind Golf Canada Podcast

Hosted by Gerry Nelson and
Darren Douma, The Blind Golf
Canada Podcast champions
the evolution of the AMI-
supported sport, including its
recent partnership with ParaGolf
Canada. Summer episodes of
The Blind Golf Canada Podcast
feature highlights of the four
ParaGolf Canada major events
held every year.

Shaun of the Shed

Hosted by Double Tap’s Shaun
Preece from his shed in
Manchester, Shaun of the Shed
gives those new to the world
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Shaun of the Shed host Shaun Preece smiles into the camera

of technology a helping hand
with everything from using a
screen reader or smart speakers
to unboxing and starting up a
new computer.

The Pulse

Host Joeita Gupta leads an
in-depth discussion on issues
impacting the disability community
across Canada.

Low Vision Moments

Part story time, part comedy, part
awareness-driven, Low Vision
Moments with Jennie Bovard
presents funny experiences that
happen when you are blind or
partially-sighted.

Don’t miss audio-only podcasts
Kitchen Confession, Best of the
Buzz, Accessing Art with Amy,

Into You, AMI Audiobook Review,
Connecting Disability, My Life in
Books with Red Széll, Tales from the
Halifax School for the Blind, Eyes

on Your Money with Ryan and Becky,
The Blind Reality, and Triple Vision.

You can watch all of your favourite
AMI-tv programs on our broadcast
channels, on our website, AMI.ca,
or by downloading the free AMI-tv
App for Apple and Android devices.

AMI-audio programming and
podcasts are available for
download via your favourite
podcasting app.

Keep up to date on everything
going on at AMI and in the
community we serve by signing up
for the AMI Newsletter at AMl.ca/
newsletter and have it delivered
straight to your Inbox.

Want to have input into the future
of programming at AMI? Join

our Research Panel at AMl.ca/
researchpanel.

Have you got an idea for an
original television show or digital
content you think is a good fit for
AMI, or do you have a proposal for
an episode or segment on one of
AMTI’s existing shows? Pitch us at
AMl.ca/independent-producers.

AMI-audio, AMI-tv, and AMI-télé
are all available as part of basic
digital packages offered by most
television providers across the
country. If you have basic cable,
you have access to AMI.

Visit AMl.ca, AMltele.ca, or email
info@ami.ca to learn more about
AMI. Follow AMI on Facebook
(@AccessibleMedialnc), Twitter
(@AccessibleMedia), and Instagram
(@accessiblemediainc).
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